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Third Fork Creek Watershed 

Planning and Design Project 

Agenda: 

Å Introduction to Third Fork 

Creek project 

ÅHigh priority areas 

ÅProject prioritization criteria 

ÅRecommended high priority 

projects 

ÅOther recommended actions 

ÅDiscussion 
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Why a 

Watershed 

Perspective? 

It helps us see the connection 

between whatôs happening on 

the land and the quality of 

water in the stream 

 

It allows for better overall 

management of stormwater 

runoff 
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Durham ς Where Great Things Happen 

Most Significant Water Quality 

Concerns in Third Fork Creek 

ÅNitrogen and phosphorus 

loading 

ÅStream channel instability 

ÅHigh sediment and high 

turbidity (muddy water) 

ÅLow DO or dissolved 

oxygen 

ÅLow biological activity  

(such as fish and aquatic 

insects) 
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Third Fork Creek Watershed 

Planning Goals 

ÅRestore and protect watershed functions 

and Jordan Lake  

ÅProtect human health, safety, and property 

by reducing stormwater impacts 

ÅSupport balanced, sustainable, and diverse 

land use and development  

ÅBuild partnerships and involve stakeholders 

ÅEnsure compliance with federal and state 

regulations 

Third Fork Creek 

Watershed 

High-Priority Areas for 

Management Based on:  

ÅMonitored stream habitat 

and channel stability 

indicators  

ÅModeled pollutant loads 

as calibrated based on 

local data 
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Impervious Area Stormwater
Control Measures (SCMs)

Stream Corridor Restoration (SCR)
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Stormwater Control Measure 

(SCM) 

 Refers to constructed devices, natural 

vegetated areas, educational 

programs, and actions that can be 

taken to help reduce, control, and clean 

stormwater before it washes into the 

creek 
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Durham ς Where Great Things Happen 

Project Prioritization Criteria  

ÅWater Quality Treatment  

   ï most cost effective for reducing existing pollution.  

 

ÅHabitat and Biological Integrity  

   ï most successful at improving stream habitat and      

      life in the stream. 

 

ÅStreambank and Channel Protection  

   ï minimizes erosion of streambanks and channels.  
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Durham ς Where Great Things Happen 

Project Prioritization Criteria, cont.  

ÅCommunity Enhancement  

ï added benefits to the citizens of Durham.  

 

ÅImplementation Issues  

ï most feasible in terms of public acceptance,  

cost, site access, etc. 

  

ÅPublic Safety and Public Property  

   ï most protective of public safety and public 

       property. 
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Third Fork Creek 

Watershed 

Recommended  

High Priority Projects:  

Å18 SCMs 

Å15 channel restoration/ 

enhancement projects 

Å15 buffer restoration 

projects 

Å30 preservation projects 


